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Theme: The United States of America 

 

Objectives: 

 to develop pupils' skills in speaking (prepared and unprepared), reading, 

listening; 

 to extend pupils' knowledge of the USA and its people; 

 to motivate pupils to study English; 

 to give pupils the opportunity to use their knowledge of English for 

communication  

     with the native speaker. 
 

Equipment: the map of the USA; pictures of New-York and Washington  

                        DC sights; short texts about places of interest of Washington DC. 
 

                   
 

   

 
 



LESSON PROCEDURE 
 

I. Introduction 

1. Greeting. Reporting aims and subject of the lesson. 
 

T. Good morning! I am glad to see you! Today we are going to have an unusual 

lesson because we have a guest from America. This is Kelsey Watters, she is a Peace Corps  

Volunteer in our district town. Kelsey has come to us today to take part in our lesson about 

the USA. But before we listen to our guest, let's first remember what we know about 

Kelsey's native country the USA. 
 

2. Warm up 
 

T. So, what kind of country is the USA and where is it situated? 

P 1. I know that the USA is the richest and one of the most developed countries of 

the world. 

P 2. The territory of the USA consists of three separate parts. The USA proper and 

Alaska are situated in North America. The Hawaii are situated in the central part of the 

Pacific Ocean. 

P 3. The USA borders on two countries - Canada in the North and Mexico in the 

South. 

T. What do you know about its rivers, lakes and mountains? 

P 4. This country has a lot of mountains, rivers and lakes. The largest rivers of the 

USA are the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Columbia, The Colorado and the Yukon. Some 

American rivers have very expressive names: the Snake River, the Milk River, the Green 

River, the Sweetwater River, the White River. The Great Lakes are situated in the north-

east of the country. 

T. And what about natural resources, industry and agriculture? 

P 5. The USA has rich deposits of coal, oil, iron, copper, silver, phosphate rock, 

natural gas, uranium and non-ferrous metals. 

P 6. The USA is a country of highly developed industry and agriculture. The main 

industrial centers are Chicago and Detroit, with their greatest automobile company "General 

motors'. 



P 7. In the country there are many farms with various agricultural products. Grain, 

fruit and vegetables are grown on numerous fields especially in the South. 

T. Who can name the largest cities? 

P 8. New-York is the largest city of the USA, but the capital of the country is 

Washington DC. The other large cities are San Francisco, Los-Angeles, Detroit, Chicago 

and Dallas. The main cities are located on the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. 

T. And what interesting facts do you remember about Washington? 

P 9. I know that it is a very green and peaceful city without much industry. Most of 

the people in Washington work for the government and there are a lot of government 

offices there. 

P 10. It's interesting that in Washington the streets which go from east to west are 

named after the letters of the alphabet. And the streets that go from north and south are 

numbered. The longest and the biggest streets are named after Americans states. 

P 11. One of the most beautiful places in Washington is the White House, where the 

President lives and works. There are 132 rooms there. Visitors can see the library the Red 

Room, The Blue Room and The Green Room there. The old furniture there is fantastic! 

P 12. There are a lot of other beautiful places where you can relax and enjoy yourself, 

or learn about history. 
 

II. Main part 

1. Pre-listening 
 

T. So, as you see, Kelsey, we know quite a lot about America. We know that it is one 

of the most beautiful and interesting countries in the world, with its unique nature, history 

and culture, hard-working and friendly people. And we would like to learn more about it, so 

we hope that our today's lesson will bring us much interesting information and new 

impressions. Now we are ready to listen to you. 
 

2. While-Listening 
 

My name is Kelsey Watters and I work as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Koryukivka. 

I am from the state of Oregon, which is located in the northwest part of the United States of 

America. I have a mother and a father and a younger brother, Sean. My mother's name is 



Peggy and my father's name is Michael, but Mike for short. My brother still studies in 

university - he wants to become a doctor and therefore has many years of school! 

I am 25 years old and graduated from University of San Diego with a degree in 

biology. When I was in university, I was also an athlete on the rowing team. It was very 

hard work, but I loved being a part of the team. In San Diego, the weather is almost always 

sunny and quite pleasant. I studied there for four years and worked in a laboratory after I 

finished my degree. 

My native state of Oregon is quite beautiful. There are many mountains, rivers, lakes 

and forests. One of my favorite things to do is to go hiking and camping with my family 

and friends. Many people in Oregon also enjoy being in the "Great Outdoors", as we call it 

and play many outdoor sports. The environment in Oregon is quite beautiful, but we also 

have a lot of rain. Oregon is known for its rainy weather. It may rain a lot, but we still love 

it. The thing I love most about my native town is that I can drive for one hour and breathe 

the fresh air of the mountains or the salt air of the Pacific Ocean. 

In my free time. I love to listen to music, run in the forest, talk with my friends and 

watch interesting movies. My favorite movie is Braveheart. My favorite type of music is 

soft rock or independent music. My favorite food in the United States is not really 

“American” - I love Mexican food... its very tasty! However, now that I'm in Ukraine . I 

have tried new foods and like them very much. My favorite Ukrainian meal is green 

borsch (zeleny borsch). 

 
 

 



 

 

3. Post-Listening 
 

Kelsey. And now I want to suggest you a guessing game. I'll tell you three sentences, 

two of which are true and one is wrong. Try to guess the false sentence about me. 

 I played football when I was young. 

 I have a cat named Kasy. 

 My favorite color is orange.* 

 I am from the state of Oregon. 

 I studied music in university.* 

 I like to be in nature. 

 I like to watch TV.* 

 I have visited 16 countries - Mexico, Germany, Canada, England, France, 

Switzerland, Austria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, Italy, 

Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, and Ukraine. 

 I studied Spanish and Germany. 

 I have a brother named Joe.* 

 I live near the Pacific coast. 

 I started driving a car when I was 15 year old. 

(Answers with * are false.) 
 

4. Reading and matching exercise 
 

Kelsey. I know that at your English lesson you've learned much about the capital of 

the USA. I've brought with me some pictures of the most famous sights of Washington DC. 

The are: 

 the US Capitol 

 Lincoln Memorial 

 Washington Monument 

 Jefferson Memorial 

 The Smithsonian Institution 
 



Here are shorts texts about these places of interest. Read the texts and match them 

with the pictures on the blackboard. 
 

Texts 
 

1. This is a very tall monument that looks like a pencil. It is located at the end of a 

reflecting pool and reminds Americans of their first president and father of the United 

States. The design of the monument is simple, just like a man it was made for. 

(Washington monument) 

 
2. This large complex has a tall dome and is the place where the US Congress meets, 

discusses different issues in American politic and works to change laws for the better. Over 

the years, many people have protested for or against their political views in front of this 

building. (The US Capitol) 

 



3. This is the largest group of museums, art galleries, cathedrals, concert-halls, and 

universities in the world. All the museums are free and have exhibits about many different 

topics - science and space, natural and American history, Native Americans, American art, 

and a zoo. (The Smithsonian Institution) 

 
4. A large statue of the United States' 16th President sits at this monument. It reminds 

Americans of his beliefs, his work, and his fight to stop slavery. Many people have 

protested at this monument because it is a symbol of equality. (Lincoln Memorial) 

 
5. This monument looks like architecture in Rome and was built in memory of the 3rd 

US President, who wrote the Declaration of Independence in 1176 and said, "We hold 

these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal". (Jefferson Memorial) 

 



5. Speaking. Role-playing 
 

T. The USA is really a wonderful country and there are a lot of places worth seeing. 

Would you like to visit it some day? Imagine that you've decided to make a tour there. 

Where can you get information about the cost of the tour, accommodations and other 

important things? 

P. I'll call the tourist agency and find out about it. 

T. So, let's role -play now. One of you will be a tourist who wants to visit the USA 

and Kelsey will play the role of a tourist agent. 

 

Customer. Good Afternoon 

Travel Agent. Good Afternoon. 

Customer. Is this the travel agency "Roger's Happy Holiday"'? 

Travel Agent. Yes, it is. How can I help you? 

Customer. I'd like to buy a package tour to the USA. Can you offer me anything for July? 

Travel Agent. Yes there are several package tours available in July - one to Florida and one  

to Chicago. The tour to Florida will leave on July I5th and the tour to Chicago  

will leave on July 23d. 

Customer. And how much will that be? 

Travel Agent. The Florida tour will cost $2900 and the Chicago tour will cost $2700. 

Customer. How many days are those tours? 

Travel Agent. The Florida tour is one week and the Chicago tour a week and a half. 

Customer. Have you got anything cheaper? 

Travel Agent. Yes, actually we have. There is a tour to New York that will leave on  

                  July 2nd  and will last two weeks. It will cost $2000. 

Customer. Are there any student discounts? 

Travel Agent. Yes, there are student discounts. The New York tour will cost $1800 with the  

student discount. 

Customer. Does the price include transportation? 

Travel Agent. No, the price does not include transportation to New York. 

Customer. What class hotel shall we stay at? 

Travel Agent. We will stay at only high class hotels. 



Customer. Are single-room accommodations much more expensive than double-room  

accommodations? 

Travel Agent. The difference is only $100. 

Customer. Is there a swimming pool at the hotel? 

Travel Agent. Yes, there is a swimming pool and a hot tub. 

Customer. And what about a tennis court? 

Travel Agent. Yes, there is a tennis court and you can use our tennis equipment. 

Customer. Could you repeat the dates of departure for all the three tours, please? 

Travel Agent. Yes, of course. New York will leave on July 2nd. Florida will leave on July  

l5th and Chicago will leave on July 23rd. 

Customer. Do the tours include any excursions? 

Travel Agent. Yes, in fact they do! The New York package has three very interesting tours.  

One excursion will travel to Washington D.C. and visit the different  

monuments. A second excursion will travel to Boston and the third excursion  

will visit Philadelphia. 

Customer. Will there be a courier from your agency to help us find our way around during 

 the first few days? 

Travel Agent. Most definitely. All of our tours have experienced tour guides to help our  

customers. 

Customer. Is the Statue of Liberty far from the hotel in New York? 

Travel Agent. No, it is not. You can easily take the subway and then walk to the Statue. 

Customer. In New York, is the public transportation reliable? 

Travel Agent. The subway is very reliable, however the city buses are often stopped in  

Traffic and the taxicabs are rather expensive. It is best to take the subway or  

walk. 

Customer. The New York tour is the most interesting to me. 

Travel Agent. Okay, wonderful! 

Customer. Can I make a reservation over the telephone? 

Travel Agent. Of course. You can pay with credit card. Would you like to make the  

reservation now? 

Customer. I will talk with my friends and call back tomorrow. Thank you for your help. 

Travel Agent. Thank you! I will be waiting for your call tomorrow. 



T. And now a new situation. Imagine that you've come to the USA , but nobody 

meets you at the railway station. You've got an address of the place of destination but you 

don't know how to get there. What would you do? 

P. We shall ask somebody at the railway station. For example, a station officer on 

duty. 

T. How will you do it? Let's see. Imagine that Kelsey is a helpful conductor. 

Lost Traveller. Excuse me, could you help us? 

Helpful Conductor. Sure of course. What can I do? 

Lost Traveller. Could you please tell us how to get to this address? 

Helpful Conductor. Well, I'll try. What happened? Are you visiting Chicago? 

Lost Traveller. You see, we have come from Ukraine to study at the language countries at  

university of Chicago and nobody met us here at the railway station. 

Helpful Conductor. Oh, that is not good. 

Lost Traveller. There must be some misunderstanding. 

Helpful Conductor. I'd say so. Well, let me see if I can help. 

Lost Traveller. Would you please look at this address? 

Helpful Conductor. Hmmm... I think this is in the west part of Chicago. 

Lost Traveller. Yes, I was told it is somewhere in the suburbs, 10 Westside Street. 

Helpful Conductor. Right you are. 

Lost Traveller. As far as I know, we can either take a bus or go there by subway. Which do  

you think is more convenient? 

Helpful Conductor. Well, the subway in Chicago is a bit confusing. I would suggest taking  

the bus. Plus you will get to see the city! It's beautiful this time of year. 

Lost Traveller. I see, so you think we should go by bus. 

Helpful Conductor. Yes. In fact, I think bus # 82 goes directly from the train station to  

Westside Street. From there, it shouldn't be a far walk to l0 Westside. 

Lost Traveller. So we won't have to change the lines and we can enjoy the sights while  

travelling. 

Helpful Conductor. Yes, of course. 

Lost Traveller. Where is the bus stop? 

Helpful Conductor. The bus stops are just to the right of the train station. Go out the main  

entrance and take a right and walk two blocks. There you will see the main bus  



depot. Follow the signs to bus # 82. Bus # 82 leaves every 30 minutes. Does  

that make sense? 

Lost Traveller. Yes, we understand. So first, we turn right at the corner, go straight for two  

blocks and then we will see the sign-board for the bus depot and bus # 82. 

Helpful Conductor. Yes, anything else? 

Lost Traveller. Yes actually, how much is ticket and where do we have to pay? 

Helpful Conductor. Well, the tickets are around 5 dollars, but it depends on where you go.  

You can simply get on the bus, tell the driver where you want to go, and he  

will print you a ticket. 

Lost Traveller. Oh, so the fare is about 5 dollars and we can buy our ticket from the driver. 

Helpful Conductor. Yes, just as I said. 

Lost Traveller. And can we ask the driver where to get off? 

Helpful Conductor. Yes, I'm sure they will be happy to help you. Our drivers are quite  

Friendly in Chicago. 

Lost Traveller. How long will it take us to get there? 

Helpful Conductor. I'd say around 40-50 minutes. It all depends on the traffic. 

Lost Traveller. You say not more than 50 minutes? 

Helpful Conductor. No, not more than 50 minutes. 

Lost Traveller. It is not rush hour and we're not likely to get caught in a traffic jam. 

Helpful Conductor. I don't think so. Rush hour usually starts after 3 p.m. and it is only 11  

a.m. now. 

 

Lost Traveller. Thank you very much. You've been most helpful! 

Helpful Conductor. Not at all. If you need anything else, don't hesitate to ask! 

Lost Traveller. I hope we'll have a pleasant time in Chicago. 

Helpful Conductor. I'm sure you will. Chicago is a beautiful city! 

P. Thanks a lot. I'm sure, boys, that from now then you will have no difficulties in 

finding your way out of any unexpected situation if you happen to travel to some foreign 

country. 
 

III. Summing up 
 



T. Our lesson is coming to an end. But we have some minutes left before the bell, so 

you can ask Kelsey some questions about her life, her country and about her staying in 

Ukraine. 
 

(Pupils ask questions.) 
 

T. Thank you very much for your work. You've done well today!  I hope that our 

today's lesson was both useful and interesting. Did you like it? Was it interesting for you to 

meet a guest from America? Was it difficult for you to understand Kelsey? I hope that after 

our today's lesson you'll like English more and you'll do your best to improve your 

knowledge of a foreign language. 
 

IV. Home assignment 
 

Your home task will be to write not less than 10 most interesting facts about Kelsey 

and her country which you have heard today at the lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Капитолий   Белый Дом   Мемориал Линкольна  

     

 

 

 

 

 
Мемориал Джефферсона   Капитолий   Фотография Вашингтона  

     



 

 

 

 

 
Белый Дом   Капитолий   Мемориал Линкольна  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Пентагон со спутника   Вашингтонский монумент   Белый Дом  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Капитолий   Мемориал Линкольна   Мемориал Джефферсона  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Мемориал Джефферсона   Белый Дом   Капитолий  

     

 

 

 

 

 
Капитолий   Мемориал Джефферсона   Вашингтонский монумент 

 

 

 


